COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE APPLICATION
AND REQUEST FORM FOR USE OF SALES TAX PROCEEDS FOR
COMMUNITY FACILITIES
INTRODUCTION
Pursuant to Ordinance No. 4380 of the Minot Code of Ordinances, the City of
Minot may make proceeds available from the city sales tax for purposes of upgrading,
remodeling and constructing community facilities. These community facilities, for
example, may be constituted by arenas, auditoriums, and facilities for conventions,
tourist and sporting events. Community facilities must meet one of the following
three categories in order to be eligible for possible funding: (1) community facilities owned
directly by the City of Minot; (2) community facilities owned directly by another county,
city, township, city park district, school district, or other political subdivision of the state
of North Dakota, including any agency, board, or institution of the state of North Dakota,
and for which entities an appropriate Joint Powers Agreement has been lawfully executed
between the City of Minot and the applicable entity; and (3) community facilities of
private non-profit entities with which the City of Minot has authority to engage in with
respect to a lawful business or enterprise under North Dakota law meeting a public
purpose and for which an independent and applicable implementing Ordinance has been
passed by the City, and which lawful business or enterprise is predicated upon subsequent
written agreement sufficiently detailed to ensure supervisory controls and measurable
analysis that the public purpose is being met.
The filing of an application or request form is not intended to guarantee an award
or granting of sales tax proceeds to an applicant. The City of Minot reserves the right to
approve or reject applications and projects on a case by case basis, taking into
consideration established policies, project criteria, and demand on City services and
finances in relation to the potential benefits from the project. In the consideration of
submitted applications, the City will address the specific and unique needs of the
community as a whole and will review the submitted applications in terms of serving the
best interests of the community. Approval or denial of one project is not intended to set
precedence for approval or denial of another project. The City of Minot shall also
consider whether funding of an identified project results in unfair advantage or
constitutes unfair competition, if applicable, with similar competitors or other like
businesses.
The City of Minot may also request additional information which is deemed
necessary in the consideration and determination of a submitted application. Finally,
applicants should note that all information submitted with respect to an application or
request for sales tax proceeds in the construction, enhancement or improvement of
community facilities, is subject to public disclosure, and that the City does not guarantee
the confidentiality of the information submitted in the application process.

APPLICATION/REQUEST
Name of Organization/Facility: Roosevelt Park Zoo/Minot Park District
Contact Person/Spokesperson: Becky Dewitz, Zoo Director and Ron Merritt, MPD Executive Director
Address:
Minot Park District
P0 Box 538
Minot, ND 58702
Telephone No: (701) 857-4136

Type of Organization/Facility:
xCity/Public
Private Non-Profit
__Anbther Governmental Entity
List of Applicant’s Governing Board/Supervisor:
Cliff Hovda, Minot Park Board President
Ron Merritt, Minot Park District Executive Director

Physical Location of Project:
Roosevelt Park Zoo
1219 Burdick Expy E
Minot, ND 58701

Please describe this project and its benefits, and also explain how it relates to the community of
Minot (for example: a description of the project or service; an outline of the project goals and
intended results; a description of the economic impact of the project on the community; a projected
time table for completion of the project; an explanation of how the City of Minot will benefit from the
expenditure of sales tax proceeds for the project or service; and an explanation of how the outcome
or success of the project will be evaluated or measured):
Organization Information
The Roosevelt Park Zoo is the oldest zoo in North Dakota having been established in 1919 with a lone
bison from Montana. The iconic Zoology building was built in 1921 and was the heart of the zoo
showcasing a menagerie of animals from around the world including African lions, primates, alligators,

and more. Progressive citizens wanted a zoo in Minot to enrich their community and offer a unique
experience to all who visited the Roosevelt Park Zoo.
Our community-owned zoo has endured through two major floods. The 1969 flood is often referred to
as “a blessing in disguise”. The 1969 flood transformed the future of Roosevelt Park Zoo as the
community rallied to rebuild and improve the zoo. The Greater Minot Zoological Society (DBA: Minot
Zoo Crew) was founded in 1970 as the support organization partnering with the Minot Park District to
support Roosevelt Park Zoo.
Our mission is to “Let the World Surround you at Roosevelt Park Zoo”. We strive to provide education,
experiences, and knowledge promoting wildlife understanding, education, conservation and an intrinsic,
personal connection with the natural world.
During the 2011 flood, again our community rallied to support their local zoo. Volunteers helped
evacuate the animals side by side the zoo staff. All the animals were successfully and safely evacuated.
We re-opened in 2013 after Park District and Zoo staff, construction workers and volunteers worked
arduously to rebuild the zoo. We have completed our efforts to rebuild the zoo and now we look to
develop the zoo and meet the growing needs of our community.
Project Summary
We are requesting $3 million dollars from the City’s Facility Grant Fund to build new habitats for the big
cats at Roosevelt Park Zoo. The total project cost is $5 million dollars and consists of 3 separate
projects: Amur Tiger habitat ($1.9 million), African Lion habitat ($2.1 million), and Cat complex for Amur
leopards and Snow leopards ($1 million). Both the tiger and lion habitats would be newly constructed
exhibits featuring naturalistic landscapes for the enrichment of the animal as well as provide a dynamic
and educational experience for our visitors. The cat complex would be a renovation of the existing
habitat and will feature rock climbing structures and overhead catwalks to again provide an enriching
home for the animals and unique visitor experience.
Proiect Description
The Minot Park District and Minot Zoo Crew are partnering to improve our zoo with major capital
investments. We look back on our history as inspiration to guide our future. Prior to the 2011 flood, we
had master plan goals to address aged infrastructure. Ourfocus was on exhibits built in the 1970s
following the devastation of the 1969 flood namely: our cat complex, bear den and primate exhibits.
These exhibits are antiquated and no longer meet modern zoological standards in terms of design and
theory.
These projects would improve our animals’ quality of life and welfare. The project would provide larger,
naturalistic and enriching habitats to encourage natural behavior of the animals and meet their species
specific needs. Modern zoo theory and design not only addresses the component of animal welfare but,
also the visitor experience. Zoo visitors will gain understanding and appreciation of the animals who
serve as ambassadors for their wild counterparts. We will work to further our visitor’s understanding
with educational signage highlighting habitat awareness and conservation initiatives to help save
animals from extinction.

Project Impact for our Community
This grant would be immediately impactful and serve as our anchor gift to propel our capital campaign
fundraising strategy. The grant funding would also provide us the opportunity to break ground on the
Amur Tiger habitat in 2018.
The Roosevelt Park Zoo boasts over 90,000 visitors annually. Through informal and formal education
programs, we reach over 10,000 children in our community and surrounding region. We have been
awarded the Visit Minot’s “Favorite Destination” award for five consecutive years, TripAdvisor’s
Certificate of Excellence in 2015 and Minot Daily News Reader’s Choice Award winner for favorite “Local
Attraction” for over 10 years. Through our strategic plan completed in 2016, our consultants identified
the Roosevelt Park Zoo as one of the most loved and recognizable cultural entities of our City. It is our
objective to provide a high-quality zoo for our community that enriches our community’s culture,
engages our children and families while also striving to provide the highest level of care for our animals.
We offer numerous events throughout the year for families, children and tourists.
We are dedicated to improving and modernizing our Zoo. The Minot Park District and Minot Zoo Crew
have never taken on a capital project of this size and are financially committed to its success. Beyond
the zoo campus, we are investing in our community youth and have hired a full-time educator to grow
our educational presence to area children. The Zoo is a living institution for wildlife and conservation
education in our region. We have a tradition and legacy as the best zoo in North Dakota. This grant
would help propel us to be the best small zoo in the Nation and certainly in a population size of Minot,
the Magic City. We will celebrate our centennial in 2021, proud of our past and optimistic of our future.

If available, please describe and attach diagrams or schematic designs of the requested project:
Please see the attached renderings of the project in sequential order of project construction. 1) Amur
Tiger River Valley 2) African Lion Savannah and 3) Big Cat Country. A site map is also included to detail
each habitats location.

Specific amounts requested from the City of Minot and dates requested:
$3 million

Describe any alternative sources of funding, other than the City of Minot, which will be pursued with
respect to this project (please indicate whether those sources are presently confirmed or tentative
funding sources):
This project will launch our $5 million capital campaign effort. We will be seeking philanthropic support
for the remainder of funding required. Should our campaign goal not be achieved, we will acquire a
loan to finance the remaining balance. The Minot Park District and Minot Zoo Crew have a long and
successful history of partnering together to improve the zoo. This project will accomplish of first phase
of major development addressing aged infrastructure. We are in the initial stages of planning for future
projects for our bears and primates.

Please list any other information that the applicant believes should be considered by the City of Minot
in the determination of this request:
Roosevelt Park Zoo is accredited by the Association of Zoo’s and Aquariums (AZA). Only 230 zoos and
aquariums in our Nation have achieved this highest accreditation process which consists of a satisfying
the qualitative evaluation and professional standards of the AZA Accreditation Commission. The Zoo is
subject to accreditation inspections every 5 years. At our last accreditation hearing, the AZA gave us
stern warning that our aged facilities must be addressed and we could risk loss of accreditation should
we not show significant strides towards modernization. There are numerous benefits to being an AZA
accredited zoo. We can network and share knowledge with some of the largest zoo leaders such as
Bronx Zoo, San Diego Zoo, Henry Doorly Zoo and many more. AZA zoos work collaboratively to preserve
genetic integrity of species through well-managed breeding programs called Species Survival Programs
(SSP). Many of our zoo animals are in Minot on permanent loan or breeding recommendations of SSP.
Loss of accreditation could result in zoos requesting their animals back as they many zoos prefer to work
only with other AZA zoos as accreditation means high quality of care. We are due for our next
accreditation cycle in 2019.

CERTIFICATION OF APPLICATION
The undersigned hereby certifies that both they and the entity listed in this application, and the specific
request herein for the use of sales tax proceeds for community facilities, does not, and will not
discriminate in its plans, programs, and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, creed,
religion, age, sex, handicap or any other basis which has been declared as discriminatory by
federal or state cases or law.

6/17/1-7

Date:__________________________

Signature:_________________________
__________

(Title/Position)
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ROOSEVELT PARK ZOO
AMUR RIVER EXHIBIT
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MINOT NORTH DAKOTA

A111

THE ROOSEVELT PARK ZOO HAS DISPLAYED TIGERS SINCE THE 1970s.
ALTHOUGH THE CURRENT HOUSING AND DISPLAY FACILITIES ARE ADEQUATE, THEY LACK
BOTH THE SPACE FOR BREEDING AND MANY ANIMAL CARE AMENETIES THAT HAVE BEEN
DEVELOPED IN THE PAST DECADES. SURVEYS INDICATE THE RPZ CAT EXHIBITS ARE
RANKING HIGH AS CONCERNS SHARED BY THE RPZ VISITORS AND GUESTS.
AS A STEP FORWARD WE HOPE TO ADD A NEW AMUR TIGER EXHIBIT TO THE ZOO.
AMUR TIGERS (SIBERIAN TIGERS) ARE THE LARGEST OF THE CAT SPECIES.
INDEED THE LARGEST TO LIVE ON OUR PLANET.
THEY ARE PARTICULARLY WELL ADAPTED TO COLD ENVIRONMENTS.
MAKING THEM A EXCELLENT CHOICE FOR NORTH DAKOTA.
AMUR TIGERS WERE DRIVEN CLOSE TO EXTINCTION IN THE 1940s
THE POPULATION WAS ESTIMATED AS LOW AS 40 ANIMALS IN THE WILD.
WITH A COMBINATION OF PROTECTION PROGRAMS AND GEO-POLITCAL EVENTS,
THE POPULATION IS NOW ESTIMATED AT 450 ANIMALS.
TYPICAL OF DRASTIC POPULATION CHANGES, TODAYS POPULATION IS THREATENED BY LOW GENETIC DIVERSITY.
WITH A SUCCESSFUL SHARED RESOURCES BREEDING PROGRAM WITHIN THE AZA ZOOS
A VIABLE CAPTIVE POPULATION WOULD HAVE GREAT BEARING ON THE WILD POPULATION.
THE NEW AMUR. TIGER EXHIBIT AT ROOSEVELT PARK ZOO WOULD UTILIZE CURRENT RESOURCES
WOULD ADDRESS CURRENT PUBLIC PERCEPTION, ADD A GREAT VISITOR EXPERIENCE,
AND ALSO ALLOW US TO JOIN A PROGRAM WITH TREMENDOUS CONSERVATION POTENTIAL.
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AMUR TIGER RIVER VALLEY
Location: existing duck pond near Visitor Center entrance
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AFRICAN LION SAVANNAH
Location: existing camel habitat—old Alan Kurth building on Burdick is pictured in the background
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BIG CAT COUNTRY
Renovation of existing cat complex
Includes catwalks for climbing cat species, i.e. Amur & Snow Leopards
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Renovation o existin cat complex—includes catwalks for climbing cat species
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