TO:

Mayor Chuck Barney
Members of the City Council

FROM:

Janet Anderson, Library Director

DATE:

January 19, 2018

SUBJECT:

Library Digital Sign (LIB033)

I.

II.

RECOMMENDED ACTION
1. Recommend approval of the Budget Amendment to appropriate $44,000 for the purchase
and installation of an exterior digital sign.
2. Authorize the Library Director to advertise Requests for Bids
DEPARTMENT CONTACT PERSONS
Janet Anderson, Library Director

III.

420-4540

DESCRIPTION
A. Background
The Minot Public Library staff and patrons have been discussing signage for the Library
since construction re-routed traffic to 6th street near the Library several years ago. The
Library struggles to promote its services and often people don’t even realize where the
Minot Public Library is located. Further, the Friends of the Library hold semi-annual book
sale fundraisers and no longer post a sign on the Library grounds which they feel has
decreased participation and funds raised. Based on the support of the Friends of the Library,
staff contacted a local sign company (Indigo Signworks) and received a general estimate for
the cost of the work and recommendations on location.
B. Proposed Project
The digital sign at the Minot Public Library will face to the SW so it could be viewed from
the avenue and when traveling north on 6th Street. The sign will allow the Library to promote
Library programs and also ensure that passersby know where the Library is.
C. Consultant Selection
The Library will follow relevant ordinances related to advertising and receiving sealed bids.

IV.

IMPACT:
A. Strategic Impact:
One of the primary goals of the Minot Public Library is to make more residents aware of the
Library’s resources and services. Staff and patrons of the Library have suggested outdoor
signs for years and we believe this will help meet this goal to promote the Library.
B. Service/Delivery Impact:
In addition to Library services, the digital sign can be used to make residents aware of Cityrelated events. City Council and Committee of the Whole meetings could be included on the
scrolling sign.
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C. Fiscal Impact:
In 2017, the Minot Public Library was fortunate enough to receive generous donations into
our Memorial fund. The Library was not able to use all of the donated funds in 2017 and
based on community input, would like to use the remaining funds to purchase a digital sign
to promote Library services. In addition to this money, the Library will be requesting funds
from the Friends of the Library in order to purchase and install the sign.
Project Costs
Transfer of 2017 Memorial Funds
$16,552.44
2018 Funding Request
27,204.09
(From the Friends of the Minot Public Library)
Total
$44,000.00
V.

VI.

VII.

ALTERNATIVES
Alt 1. The City Council could deny the appropriation to increase capital expenditures and no sign
would be installed in 2018.
TIME CONSTRAINTS
Council’s approval of the recommendation will allow the project to be completed in 2018.
LIST OF ATTACHMENTS
A. Budget Amendment
B. Digital Sign Sample (image)
C. Digital Sign Location (image)
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